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As you are already aware I will be leaving Sir Eric Woodward School at the end of 2011. 

My seven years at the school has been one of the best and most rewarding experiences of my career and it has 

been made doubly so by the wonderful staff I have had the privilege of working with. Every day I am impressed 

with their total dedication and commitment to your children. Over the years I have seen many actions by staff 

that go far beyond expectations of any job in the things they do for the children. The children of this school 

are always their first thought and their first consideration. To that extent, I can say that I have never worked in 

a setting where the staff are so focused on the needs of the students. 

The parent body have been a tremendous support to the school. The milestone of achieving a full time nurse is 

an accomplishment that drew the parents together and realised an excellent ongoing result for the school. 

The addition of the autism class in 2010 and an additional class for 2012 has added a new energy and dimen-

sion to the school. This class has been wonderfully led by Donna White, Assistant Principal and her energy and 

efforts across our Region in the area of autism has brought credit and recognition to the school. Sir Eric 

Woodward School is a wonderful school and I look forward to hearing great things about the school in the 

future. 

My personal thanks goes to the staff who have made working at the 

school a pleasure every day. 

Recently the Primary Principals Association nominated me for an 

award. I believe this award belongs to all the staff at Sir Eric Wood-

ward School for the amazing things they do every day. 

John receiving the Social Justice and Equity Award from Director Gen-

eral Dr Michelle Bruniges 

 

Australian College of Educators Award                               

World  Teachers Day Recognition Award                                                                          

It was my great pleasure to nominate Donna White for an Australian College of Educa-

tors Award for her outstanding contribution to staff professional development, and her 

innovative use of technology in engaging students and for being a passionate and dynamic 

educational leader.  The award was presented by Dr Briony Scott, Principal Wenona 

School. 

Regional Directorõs Environmental Sustainability Award                                           

Donna White is to receive the Regional Directorõs Environmental Sustainability Award for the 

Climate Clever Program that she is implementing with her class 5/6W. This award will be pre-

sented by the Regional Director at the Northern Sydney Regional Awards Evening on Tuesday 

15th November. 
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Presentation Day 2011 Thursday 1st December  

This year the Presentation Day will follow the following format; 

1.00pm :   Lunch                                                                  Due to time constraints please                                        

1.30pm :   Welcome/Certificates                                       ensure you are arrive ready for                                         

2.00pm:    Student Performance                              lunch to be serve at 1.00pm.                                                          

2.30pm :   Raffle and Thankyou  

School Raffle  9 



.The Junior class has had a busy start to Term 4.  We are delighted to welcome our 

new student Omar Ayad to our class.  Omar is attending 2 half days a week until 

the end of the year.  He will begin full time with us when school begins next year.  

Welcome Omar! 

As we continue to look at our mini beasts, we have moved our theme well into the 

garden.  The Juniors have been busy working on their ôno-digõ garden boxes.  

We are also having fun germinating seeds and 

watching them grow.  The large bean seeds 

began their lives on wet paper towels in a sau-

cer sitting on our window sill in the warm sun.  

When they sprouted, we planted them in spe-

cial hessian pots that can be then planted di-

rectly into the garden. 

  It has also been fun reading the story ôTitchõ.  The story is about important things 

beginning with something very small.  It is amazing watching the tall green plants 

that grow from something as small as a seed. 

We have discovered an indigenous story òThe Two Moths and the Flowers of the 

Mountainó and made some props to turn it into a sensory story. It is the story of 

the big black Bogong Moths that sometimes migrate to our city in the summer 

months. 

Our cooking sessions this term have reflected our mini-beasts and garden themes.  

We enjoyed making a hummingbird cake.  For one 

cooking activity we read the story ôThe Very Lazy La-

dybird.õ  Then we took plain biscuits and decorated 

them to look like ladybirds.  Charlie and Nathan quite 

liked the smell of the liquorice that we used for the 

ladybirdõs feelers.  To celebrate Halloween we made 

cupcakes and used icing to make a white skeleton on each chocolate cake.   

In Music Therapy we have been practicing for our Presentation Day item and, 

as always, enjoying a range of wonderful opportunities to make music. Megan and Nathan enjoy independ-

ently strumming the guitar, while Charlie can hold a steady beat on maracas. 

 Lucy has been away this term recovering from surgery that she had 

during the holidays.  We send you our very best wishes as you get 

stronger each day. We miss you and look forward to your return!  

It is wonderful to have Daniel.H-W back with us after being away 

for much of this term.  Welcome back, Daniel.H-W! 

Until next time--Bye from Charlie, Daniel, Megan, Nathan, Omar, 

David, Christine, & Mary-Jo 
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Here we are in Term 4 and it has been such a lively, enjoyable year in the Intermediate 

class. It is wonderful to have Rifa return this term after her operation. She has settled hap-

pily back into class.  The Intermediates would like to thank all the volunteers who have 

assisted in our various class programs this year. ð Richard for helping us with painting on 

Mondays ð we will miss him greatly, Pat, Pam, Lisa, Katrina, Tim and Pip in the pool and 

Blanche who helps with our lunchtime program on Mondays. You are all greatly valued. 

This term we have been learning about the country of Peru- 

its people and culture. Here we are using our new interac-

tive whiteboard to view im-

ages of Peru while listening 

to the haunting sounds of 

its music. 

In Cooking we have made 

and sampled some typical 

Peruvian dishes using some 
of the herbs and vegetables 

from our school garden. 

Here are Daniel and Stuart, tasting a delicious dish 

made from a variety of potatoes and vegetables. 

Rifa is helping to pick 

some vegetables. 

The students also 

looked at Peruvian 

designs in weaving 

and pottery. We 

tried our hand at 

making clay dishes 

that we will paint and 

decorate with simple 

Peruvian designs. 

Stuart loved dressing up in the national clothes.  

As the year comes to an end there is definitely an air of anticipation and ex-

citement as we make props and practice our moves for our Presentation 

day item. 

We would like to thank all the class parents for your support and input 

over the year- it has definitely 

been a team effort. 

 

Best Wishes from Julie, Chris-

tine, Jennie and Anita. 
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Students measured the perimeter and area 

of two pieces of ply then labelled them after 

the names of 2 Tectonic Plates. We rolled 

out play dough and drew roads and build-

ings. When we slide the tectonic plates to-

gether we were able to see the effects of 

Earthquakes in creating mountains and val-

leys. 

After discussing the equipment used to measure Earthquakes, we de-

signed a seismograph. Students then moved the seismograph to repre-

sent a number on the Richter Scale. 
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The Senior class have 

been learning about the 

different cultural groups 

in Pakistan and India. 

The boys wore the 

Kalash hats we made 

and Sophie helped glue 

this pretty Kalash head-

dress. Lorrin and 

Kowkab were interested in the candles that we used to demonstrate the  

Hindu religious rituals.  We have been busy preparing for our end of year pres-

entation, making props and  designing decorations for our chairs. We have also 

had visits from our òbuddiesó which we always enjoy. 

Michael visited his 

post school setting  

and was very curious 

and  excited about all 

the activities they 

were doing.   



Thankyou to everyone supporting our school to collect Coles vouches and Woolworths 

receipts. 

All of the vouchers and receipts are being calculated. We will advise you next 

newsletter of the fabulous activities our school has received by participating.  

Smart boards  

We are proud to announce 

that each classroom at Sir Eric 

Woodward School now has an 

Interactive whiteboard installed 

which means staff can utilise 

technology programs to support 

students throughout their 

 individual goals and class program 

 Christine, Mary Jo and Julie at hands on training during an afternoon technology session  


