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New Developments at Sir Eric  

This term our new autism class commenced 

with three students and our new teacher and 

Assistant Principal Donna White. Donnaõs class 

will be known as 5/6 W. Donna was formerly 

with ASPECT at Newcastle and come to us 

with many years of experience in the field of 

special education. We are delighted to wel-

come Donna to the school along with Lynne 

Morgan who is the new Student Learning Sup-

port Officer for the class. Lynne also comes 

with a great deal of experience and has a 

background in education. We have three stu-

dents in the new class and their names are 

Bobbie, Carl and Rory and you can read about 

them in this 

newsletter.  

We hope you will 

drop in and visit 

our new class 

next time you 

visit the school.  

Building Update  

Our renovations are almost complete. They 

have given the school a fresh new look and 

comments from visitors have been most fa-

vourable..  

We also have a new shed to accommodate our 

General Assistants Ian and Larry as well as a 

place to park the small bus during the holi-

days. The former òshedó has been carpeted 

and painted to become a new resource room 

where teacher and student resources can be 

kept and the new space also provides an area 

for teachers to work at computers to write 

reports and do lesson preparation.  

Reminder- Photos 

We want to update our foyer photos as the 

ones we had previously are out of date as stu-

dents have grown and changed so much. 

Terri Wall is coming to the school later this 

week to have another photo session. You are 

welcome to send in a photo of your child as 

sometimes you have special photos that would 

make a fine display.  

Important Dates  

Tuesday 8 th  June- Bus Trip to Post School 

Options  

Meet at the school at 9.00.a.m.  

Thursday 17 th  June òRubbish ò Concert with 

Mick Conway  and Sydney Grammar Buddies. 

 

JUNIOR  

Throughout Term 2 the Juniors 

are focussing a large amount of 

their time, energy and attention 

on ôThe Three Rõs.  Re-cycle, 

Reduce and Reuse are the buzz 

words for our class as we par-

ticipate in the many activities 

that support our theme of 

ôLetõs Go Greenõ.  Our whole 

school is working toward be-

coming more sustainable and 

the Juniors are proud to play 

their part. 

We have been collecting, look-

ing at and sorting the many dif-

ferent materials from home and 

school that can be reused, re-

duced and recycled.  The mate-

rials are displayed in our class-

room.  Megan particularly en-

joyed touching the many differ-

ent textures of the paper and 

plastic materials and everyone 

helped to sort them into differ-

ent groups of recyclable materi-

als. 

It has been fun reading about 

ôMichael Re-cycleõ and his 

mission to clean up the commu-

nity. We are making props from 

recycled material to create a 

sensory story. During music 

sessions we have enjoyed listen-

ing to ôCare For Our Worldõ. 
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We are continuing our gardening this term 

as part of being more sustainable.  On a 

bright sunny autumn day, we started by 

putting plants in our garden that represent 

the 5 days of the week, their scents and 

colours--mint (green) for Monday;  laven-

der (blue) for Wednesday and lemon grass 

(yellow) for Friday .  Our playground has 

an orange tree for Tuesday and we will 

plant a red 

rose bush for 

Thursday. 

 

 

What fun we had at swim school during 

Weeks 3 and 4 of this term.  It was great 

to be able to have a swim everyday for two 

weeks.  With expert swim teachers it was 

interesting to have a different experience in 

the pool. 

Cooler weather means a change in seasons 

and we have been celebrating autumn with 

our art and craft and sensory activities.  

Daniel and Lucy really like 

the sound effects for our 

poem called ôAutumn 

Leavesõ.  Outside our 

room we have proudly 

displayed our collection of 

apple prints in the autumn 

colours of red, yellow, 

orange and brown.       

Our jaunty scarecrows represent both 

autumn and re-cycling since they are 

mostly made from re-useable materials. 

Until next time bye from- 

Charlie, Daniel, Lucy, Megan, David, Mary 

Jo and Christine 

 

This term we look forward 
to further consolidating the 
individual goals of the chil-
dren. 

Brooke has continued to 
improve in her ability to 
balance and walk independ-
ently.  Go Brooke! 

 

 

 

 

 

Rifa has en-
joyed accessing 
some new pro-
grams on the 
computer using 
her switch. 

Well the term has really 
begun with a splash as we 
jumped straight into swim 
school.  What a busy but 
wonderful time with the chil-
dren swimming every day 
for two weeks. 

We are extremely pleased 
to welcome Daniel Howarth  
and his family into our 
school community  Daniel is 
a fun loving and expressive 
young man.  He loves his 
sport and communicating 
using his augmentative 
Communication device.  It is 
such a treat having you in 
our class Daniel. 

Lorrin is showing greater 
consistency in using her 
ACD. 

And Phoebe was our star 
during swimming lessons, 
and has really enjoyed her 

standing 
sessions. 
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As part of our theme work this term we 
are concentrating on Caring for our 
Environment, and how we can reuse 
and recycle waste.  Here we are sort-
ing some rubbish into categories. 

It was interesting for us all to note just 
what could and what couldnôt be recy-
cled. 

Mums, Did you like your Motherôs Day 
present made from recycled ribbons 
and wrappings? 

We also say a fond 
farewell to Sue Bell 
who has accepted a 
position at War-
rawee school until 
the end of the year.  
We appreciated 
Sueôs wonderful 

contribution as she taught our class on 
Mondays. 

We thank Christine Foley for filling this 
position. 

 

 

Best wishes 
from Rifa,  
Phoebe, Lorrin, 
Brooke, Daniel, 
Julie, Christine, 
Jennie and 
Yvonne 

¶ Bobbie completing her 

NAPLAN assessments across 3 

days. She was prepared and fo-

cused. 

¶ Rory writing information reports 

on all BTN (Behind The News) 

episodes using headphones to 

focus and pause the program to 

write relevant facts. 

¶ Students experimenting and 

discussing air pressure and pro-

pulsion caused by an inflated  

balloon attached to a straw on a 

piece of fishing line.  Bobbie and 

Rory invited and enjoyed  Mr 

Pattersonõs visit to watch the 

balloons collide. 

Donna and Lynne  

 

 

5/6W  

This term 5/6W commenced at SEW 

with students Bobbie, Carl and Rory. 

The school farewelled Scott (Learning 

Support Officer) and welcomed Lynne. 

Our timetable has been busy learning 

about ôAustraliañOur Identityõ and 

ôSpaceõ which so far has included analy-

sising our National Anthem, researching 

landmarks within Australia and increas-

ing the knowledge and understanding of 

the histories, cultures and experiences of 

the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

people as the First Peoples in Australia.  

Highlights and achievements to be 

proud of; 

¶ excursions to Warrawee PS to 

participate in their special Olym-

pics and sport programs on 

Mondays and Thursdays. Sport 

on Thursday focuses on ball 

skills necessary for social play-

ground interactions. 

¶ Presenting a short musical item 

at our weekly assembly created 

by the students using musical 

instruments to represent a space 

story. 

¶ Carl writing and reading his 

farewell speech to Scott at our 

assembly infront of 20+ adults. 

Well done Carl !! 
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The Senior program continues 

to be busy and challenging for 

everyone. We went on an ex-

cursion to the local shopping 

centre and bought food and 

spices for our cooking pro-

gram. Rodneyõs mother volun-

teered to help us that day and 

was pleased with how well 

Rodney was progressing in his 

community access visits.  

We have more excursions 

planned for this term. The 

òbuddiesó from òGrammaró 

have been coming regularly 

reading and chatting with our 

students and sometimes work-

ing on our class projects. They 

bring great energy and enthusi-

asm. There has also been lots 

of joy coming from the music 

room on Wednesday mornings 

in music  therapy. They have 

been doing  wheelchair dancing  

and Sophie  just squeals with 

delight.   

Our class program has shifted 

from caring for ourselves and 

others to caring for the envi-

ronment. They have been using 

switch programs on global 

warming and pollution and 

looking at ways we can reduce, 

reuse and recycle. We have 

also done some simple experi-

ments on ways to trap energy 

from the sun. We plan to do a 

survey on car use by staff to 

see ways they might reduce 

their carbon emissions. We 

have made some artworks us-

ing recycled materials and had 

fun shredding, ripping, pasting 

and painting. We have also had 

a try at weaving. Looking for-

ward to our visit from Mick 

Conway who will use recycled 

instruments in a special show 

on ò Rubbishó. 
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òHi my name is Bobbie 

I am  10  years old 

I like  playing with Brooke 

and swimming. 

òHi my name is Rory 

I am  11years old 

I like  Doctor Who    ò 

òHi my name is Carl  

I am  12 years old 

I like  Playstation3 ò 

Typed in by 5/6W 


